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First, some definitions...



Linked Data

“A method of publishing structured data so that it can be interlinked and 
become more useful through semantic queries. It builds upon standard 
Web technologies such as HTTP, RDF and URIs, but rather than using 
them to serve web pages for human readers, it extends them to share 
information in a way that can be read automatically by computers.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linked_data



Open Access

“The free, immediate, online availability of research articles 
coupled with the rights to use these articles fully in the digital 
environment.” 

http://sparcopen.org/open-access/



Open Data

“Information made available for anyone to use, for any 
purpose, at no cost.” 

http://opendatahandbook.org/guide/en/what-is-open-data/

No standard, universally-
recognized logo :-(



Open Data
“Research data that is freely available on the internet permitting any user to 
download, copy, analyse, re-process, pass to software or use for any other 
purpose without financial, legal, or technical barriers other than those inseparable 
from gaining access to the internet itself.”

http://sparcopen.org/open-data/

Still no standard, universally-
recognized logo, even since the 
last slide! :-(



http://open.canada.ca/en/blog/open-data-across-canada-snapshot (Feb 4, 2016)



http://open.canada.ca/en/blog/open-data-across-canada-snapshot
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http://open.canada.ca/en/blog/open-data-across-canada-snapshot



Open Data in Canada
As a member of the Open Government Partnership (OGP), the Government of 
Canada must engage in public consultation and create a new action plan every 
two years. They just wrapped up their 3rd consultation two weeks ago (May 15, 
2016).

In June, 2016, they’ll be providing a What We Heard report so citizens can see the 
feedback and ideas that came in from across the country. At this time you can still 
comment on suggestions that came in during the last consultation.

http://open.canada.ca/en

 



Why should libraries care about open 
government data?



Why Libraries?

● There's a close linkage between knowledge and right thinking;

● The future of democracy is contingent on an educated citizenry;

● There's a strong correlation between the public library movement and 

public education; and

● Every citizen has the right of free access to community-owned 

resources.

- Boston Public Library Statement of Purpose



Why Libraries?

“We cannot continue to cite the benefits of open data and cry 
foul when public bodies are anything less than fully 
transparent with their data if we refuse to be transparent with 
ours.”

Brian Jackson - Mount Royal University Library

Jackson, B. (2015). The State of Canadian Library Data. Partnership: the Canadian Journal of Library and Information Practice and Research, 10(1), 1-5.



Why Libraries?

“As the open data movement matures, it is critical that we do 
not create greater digital inequities by assuming that 
everyone and every organization will have the same time, 
skills and resources to invest in learning how to find and use 
this data.”

Anne Neville - California State Library, winner of a 2015 Knight News Challenge: 
Data Equity for Main Street: Bringing Open Data Home Through Local Libraries 

(DEMS) (https://ocio.wa.gov/data-equity)



Academic vs Public Libraries

Public would seem to be the more obvious fit, but in fact 
Academic Libraries appear to be far ahead in this game...



Academic Libraries



Public Libraries



A few examples...



Edmonton Public Library

http://www.epl.ca/opendata/



University of Alberta Libraries

https://www.library.ualberta.ca/about-us/open-data



The best example in the world?

http://openn.library.upenn.edu/



So what can / should we do?
● Lead by Example (release our data)

● Talk to your patrons / students / faculty - what data do they want / need?

● Talk to your municipalities (convince them to release data)

● Participate / run hackathons (EPL)

● Train our users to:
○ Find open data

○ Interpret open data

○ Manipulate open data



So what can / should we do?

“... it is critical that we do not create greater digital inequities 
by assuming that everyone and every organization will have 
the same time, skills and resources to invest in learning how 
to find and use this data.”



What data can libraries release?
● Circulation statistics

● Website analytics

● Survey results

● Gate counts

● Reference statistics

● What else?



But are we just too afraid?



Friday-Love! ~ Get Into the Zone Edition
https://flic.kr/p/bXiV5M



One more thing to consider...

Might Open Government Data be the perfect opportunity for 
libraries in this time of declining budgets and weakness of the 
Canadian dollar?

http://www.picserver.org/o/opportunity.html



Where to learn more:

● http://opendatahandbook.org/

● https://okfn.org/opendata/

● http://open.canada.ca/en

● http://www.opennorth.ca/

● https://www.ctg.albany.edu/projects/imls

● http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/rmj/24/2  (Special Issue of Records 

Management Journal)



Thank you!

Paul R. Pival

ppival@ucalgary.ca

@ppival

Slides available at http://bit.ly/CAPAL-Pival


